Contents

Publisher' S INOTE « .« .o v v ettt e et i
Foreword by Shaykh Dr. Ibrahim A. Dremali..................ooooue.. iii
Foreword by Shaykh Sajad Ahmad Mir............oooviiiiiiiiinian.. v
INEPOAUCTION « v v vt vii
1 o The Virtues of Masjid al-Aqsa and ash-Sham.................. 1
The Virtuesof al-Quds. . ..ot vt 1
The Virtues of ash-Sham ... 5
2 o TheOrigins....ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieienene, 15
What Is the Difference Between a Prophet and a Messenger? ......... 21
3 o The Family of Prophet Ibrahim...................oooiaet. 23
Prophet Ibrahim Unveils the Reality of Idolatry..................... 31
Prophet Ibrahim Faces King Namrad..........cooooviiiiinion... 36
Prophet Ibrahim’s Migration to Palestine and Egypt ................. 38
The Birth of Prophets Isma“iland Ishaq ................cooooiinte 40
The Struggles of Prophet Latat Sodom ..ot 49
The Buildingofthe Kabah ... 51
Did the Previous Prophets Perform Hajj? ..............ooovuiintn. 56
The Birth of Prophet Ya‘qub .....o.oviiiiiiiiiiii it 57
The Establishment of Masjid al-Aqsa ...t 59
The Family of Prophet Ya‘qub..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiinee, 62
The Story of Prophet Ayyab . .....oooviiiiiiiiiiiii i 67
4 o TheRiseofBanilIsrael............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiint, 71
The Jealousy of Prophet Yasuf’s Brothers. ...............cooooiiatn 71
From the House of al-“Aziz to Unjust Imprisonment ................ 73
Prophet Yusuf Leads Egypt and Reunites with His Family............ 76
The Rise of Prophet MUsa. . .o .vvvieniiniiniiiiiii e, 83
Prophet Misa Confronts Pharaoh. ... 89
Divine Wrath Hits EQypt......oovviiiiiiiiniiiii i 97
Bani Israel Acrossthe Red Sea. ......ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiniint, 103
Bani Israel Ordered to Enter Palestine. . .....ovvvvvinininenenn... 104

The Revelation of the Tawrah. . ....ovvi i 106



BaniIsraeland the Golden Calf ..ot 109

Bani Israel and the Raising of Mount Tar ...........ooooiiiiint, 115
Prophet Musa and the Case of Qarin.........covvvinvininnenenn.. 117
Bani Israel Remained Ungrateful and Arrogant .................... 121
Bani Israel and the Case of the Cow. ... ovvvvvir i i, 126
Prophet Musa Meeting al-Khadir. ...t 129
Bani Israel and the Violation of the Sabbath ....................... 135
The Death of Prophet Haran and Prophet Msa...............oue 138
Prophet Yasha“ Takes Charge of Bani Israel...................oout 141
Prophet Hizqil and the Plague ..............oooooiiiiiiiii, 143
The Time of Prophets Ilyas, al-Yasa“, and Dha al-Kifl............... 145

5 « From Prophet Dawud to the Fall of the Kingdom of Israel ... 150

Prophet Shammil and the Appointmentof Talut ................... 150
A Young Dawud Steps Forward to Challenge Jalat.................. 153
The Glorious Reign of Prophet Sulayman ......................... 159

Prophet Sulaymanand the Ant..............cooooiiii, 161

Prophet Sulayman and the Queen of Saba’ .................... 161

The Death of Prophet Sulayman .................coooii. 164
The Alleged Temple of Solomon ............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiat, 168
The Time of Prophet Sha‘ya’..........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnt, 171
The Time of Prophet Yanus ........oeuviiiniiniiniiiiinenenn.. 174
The Fall of the Kingdom of Israel ................oooooiiiiiiiit, 178
The First Warning. . ... oovviniiiiniiiii i 182
The Time of Prophet ‘Uzayr...........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinan. 187
The Second Warning ..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn 194
The Alleged Rediscovery of the Torah .............cooiiiiiiint, 197
6 « From Roman Control to the Caliphate of ‘Umar............ 199
The Evolution of the Hebrew Torah . ...l 200
From the Seleucids to the Maccabees ..............c.ooociiiiint 202
The Jewish Society in This Time Period.................cooooiiut 204
The Time of Prophet Zakariya and Maryam.................c.ooue 206
The Miraculous Birth of Prophet “Isa..............cooiiiiiiaa.. 210
Prophet Yahya with BaniIsrael ...t 214
Prophet Isa Takes Charge of BaniIsrael ............c...ccoiiiia.. 217
The Alleged Crucifixion of Prophet ‘Isa..........c..covveiuiiii.n 220
Who Were the Twelve Disciples of Jesus?..........ooooviiiiin... 229



The Second Destruction of the Temple...........oooiiiiii.. 240

The Judeo-Christian Fragmentation..............oooviiiiinian., 242
Understanding the Origins of the Old and New Testament.......... 248
Historical Development of the Scriptures ..................... 251
The Size of the Original Tawrah vs. the Current Torah.......... 255
The Oral Torah and Further Development of Literature ........ 256
The New Testament and Its Corruption. .......cooovuvuvenen... 258
The Diatessaron: The Single Gospel ...................... .. 264
The Collapse of the Western Roman Empire................o.. 266
Why Did the Prophets of Allah Face So Many Trials?............... 268
The Humanity of the Prophets................ooooiiiiiiiiit, 270
The Prophets Were Not Divine or Supernatural Beings ......... 271
The Prophets Did Not Have Knowledge of the Unseen (Ghayb)
Except What Allah Revealed............cooooiiiiiiiiiat, 271
The Prophets Ate Food and Walked in Markets ................ 272
The Prophets Worked fora Living. .......ooooviiiiiiiiinn.. 272
The Prophets Were Subject to Human Emotions............... 273
The Prophets Were Mortal and Would Die .................... 273
The Prophets Slept and Forgot like Humans................... 273
The Prophets Felt Pain and Sickness....................oooo. 273
The Prophets Married and Had Children ..................... 274
The Prophets Sweated and Relieved Themselves ............... 274
Fascinating Facts About Some of the Prophets ..................... 274
Prophets Mentioned with TwoName............coovvuiin.... 274
Prophets Given Glad Tidings Before Birth..................... 276
The Prophets of Bani Israel Prophecised the Coming of Prophet
Muhammad &5 ... o 277
Prophecy of the Chosen Servant ..............cooviiiin.. 277
Prophecy of the Location of the Chosen Servant ............... 287
The Song of Solomon and the Clearest Description. ............ 290
The Missions of Other Prophets vs. the Mission of Prophet
Muhammad £ ... ... e 296
Bani Israel and Arabia Before the Coming of Prophet Muhammad £ ... 298
The Boy, the Magician, and the King ..., 302
Prophet Muhammad £ and Bani Israel. ...t 305
Al-Isra’ wa-1-Mi ‘raj: Prophet Muhammad £ in Jerusalem.......... 319
When Did al-Isra’ wa-1-Mi‘raj Occur?. ....oooovoviiiiiiiianes 321



The Mi‘raj: Ascension into the Heavens ................ooc. 325

The Ultimate Meeting ........vvuiuiiniiiiiiiiiiiniiiiineanes 332

Did the Prophet See Allah? . ...t 334

The Gift of Saldh .o oo e 335
Reflecting on the Conversation Between Prophet Muhammad &

and Prophet MUsa @l .. ...oioiiiiiiiii it 335

Other Key Incidents........ooouviiiiiiiiiiiiininiiiinn..n, 336

1. Discussing the Day of Judgment...............coooiiiinL, 336

2. Meeting the Angel Malik..................ooooiiiiit, 337

3. The Fragrance of Pharaoh’s Hairdresser ..................... 337

4. Observing Paradiseand Hell ..................oooooi. 338

The Reaction of the Quraysh ..., 339

A Day of Celebration? ..........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin., 341

The Best Companion of Prophet Muhammad &% .................. 342

The Romans Defeat the Persians .. .....cooovuieiinininenenenn... 343

The Muslims Bring the Byzantine Empire to Its Knees.............. 346

. The Battleof Mu’tah ... 347

2. The Battle of Tabtk .......coviniiiii i 347

3. The Army of Usamahibn Zayd.....................coooaeL. 348

4. The Battle of Ajnadayn ..., 349

5. The Siege of Damascus. .. ...vvuviiniiniineniininnennennn. 350

6. TheBattleof Fihl ... vvvvii i 350

7. The Battle of Marjal-Ram. ...........ooiviiiiiiinones, 351

8. The Battle of Yarmouk . .........coiiiiiiiiiiii s, 352

7 o The Conquest of Jerusalem During the Caliphate of ‘Umar .. 354

8 « From the Caliphate of ‘Umar till Today.................... 363
Regional Powers and Sectarian Shifts (9th-11th Centuries CE) ... ... .. 365
The Rise of the Fatimids and Other Shia Powers ................... 366
The Crusades—Why Did They Happen?...............ooviniint. 369
Internal Conditions in Western Europe .........cocvvviienenen.... 370
The Call for the Crusadesis Given. .......covvvvrieninnrneenennns 372
The First Crusade (1096-T1099 CE) +.uvuvurrerererernraenenanannn. 375
The Genesis of a Monumental Translation. .................... 383
The Zenghi Family ... 386
The Emergence of Nar al-Din Zenghi ...................... 390
The Second Crusade (1147-T149 CE) .o vvvveerernerneeeeenaenannns 392
Nur al-Din’s Defence of Damascus and Early Victories . ......... 393

The Unification of Aleppo and Damascus ....ooovuenvnienen... 394



The Fall of Egypt: Salah al-Din’s First Steps.................... 395

The Rise of Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi: A Transformation .......... 399
The Abolition of the Fatimid Caliphate .................... ... 401
Salah al-Din Moves to Unite Syriaand Egypt .................. 403
Salah al-Din’s Ascent and the Consolidation of Muslim Power . . .404
Campaigns, Reforms, and the Path to Confrontation ........... 407
The Battle of HAttiN «.vvveniee e ie e eeeenen 411
The Conquest of Jerusalem ..., 416
The Muslims Enter Jerusalem ............ooviiiiiinnnnn.... 418
The First Friday Sermon in Masjid al-Aqsa After the Conquest. . .421
The Third Crusade (11891192 CE) +\vvvvvnerernerneeneenaenannns 428
The Battle for Acre and the Coastal Campaign................. 430
The Treaty of Ramlah and Its Aftermath ................ . ... 433
The Fourth Crusade (1202-1204 CE) + v\ vvvereinerneneinennenennns 435
The Passing Away of Salah al-Din ............cooooiiine, 436
The Women of Change ............coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinin.. 438
The Time After Salahal-Din..........cooiii ... 439
The Fifth Crusade (1217-T221CE) o vvviviiie e eieeeeeenannnnns 442
The Sixth Crusade (1228-1229 CE) +.vvvvvniiniiiiniiiiienenannn 444
Jerusalem is Bargained Away for Power..................o..... 447
Winning Back Jerusalem ..., 448
The Seventh Crusade (1248-1254 CE). v ovvverirerernreenenenannn. 450
The Mongol Invasion . ........oooviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiinnaan., 452
The Eighth Crusade (1270 CE) « .ot vvvviiiiiiii i 454
The Ninth Crusade (1271-1272 CE) . oo v e iieieceeeeeenns 455
The Fall 0Of Acre . v oo vt e 455
The Rise of the Ottoman Empire.........coooviiiiiiiiiinniniin. 457
The Persecution of Jews in Europe and Seeking Haven in Muslim Lands. .. 462
Columbus: The Crusader of the West..........coovvviine.n... 469
The Ottomansin Jerusalem. .........coveirinrenreneenennnnn.. 471
The Rise and Fall of Shabbetai Zevi.................oooiol.l. 475
From Messianic Dreams to Imperial Designs. ...............cooou. 477
The Rise of an Albanian Officer to Master of Egypt................. 479
The Fall of the Ottomans. . .......ooiiiii i 481
European Powers Infiltrate Jerusalem .............. ... 482
Seeds of Destruction Take ROOt . ..o vvvnvniniinininenenenn... 484
The Fall of the Old Guard and the Occupation of Palestine. . .. .. 488
The British Divide Palestine and the Birth of Israel................. 490
The Zionist Origins .......oouviniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnennes 496

o T e o 7 I o)< 500



9 « Debunked: The Claim of Being the Promised People........ 503

A Deep Dive into the “Promise”. .........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii... 505
The Canaanitesand Palestine . ..........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiniin., 507
The Breaking of the Covenant ............ooooviiiiiiiiiii. 515
10 o BaniIsrael and the Day of Judgment..............oouvuen. 523
11 « What Can We Do as Believers?......oovviviiiuiininennnn. 543
Education and AWareness ..........oeivuiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin.. 543
The Status of the People. ..., 543
The Power of DU@ . ..ooovviiniiiiiiii it 545
Rectify These Things Immediately .................ooooiiiii, 547
Ribais Blocking Our Du@’......oooviiiiiiiiiiiiii it 548
Wake Up from the Slumber of an Inferiority Complex .............. 551
What Role DoIPlay Here?......o.vvuviiiniiiiiniiininnennnn... 552
Boycotts. o v i 554
12 o« Why Does Allah Allow Evil to Happen?...........covvun.. 560
Apparent Evil and Divine Wisdom ..., 563



o1 o

THE VIRTUES OF MASJID
AL-AQSA AND ASH-SHAM

The Virtues of al-Quds
Masjid al-Aqsa is one of the three greatest masjids in Islam. It ranks third
after Masjid al-Haram in Makkah and Masjid al-Nabawi in Madinah. It
is the only masjid mentioned in the Qur‘an by name other than Masjid
al-Haram. It was the first Qiblah of the Muslims. Prophet Muhammad &2
prayed for more of his life towards Masjid al-Agsa than he did towards the
Ka'bah when the Qiblah was changed after his migration to Madinah. The
land of al-Agsa, or al-Quds, is known as Jerusalem to the Christians and Jews.
This land is considered sacred as well as blessed in their religions. It was the
land of the Prophets of Allah 2. Add to that, all three religions believe it
to be the site where the events leading to the End of the World will unfold.
Al-Quds is at the heart of the larger blessed land of ash-Sham, which
refers to the lands that include modern-day Syria, Palestine, Jordan, Leba-
non, Northeast Egypt, Southwest Turkey, parts of Northwest Saudi Arabia,
and some nearby areas around them. Allah immortalized the mention of
Jerusalem and Masjid al-Agsa till the Day of Judgment when He told us,
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Glory be to the One who Took His Servant (Prophet Muhammad %) by
night from Masjid al-Haram to Masjid al-Agsa, whose surroundings We

have Blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the
Seeing. [Surah al-Isra’, 17:1]

Al-Isra’ wa-1-Mi‘raj is one of the greatest signs and miracles that were
given to Prophet Muhammad £ after the Qur‘an. Al-Isra’ refers to his
Night Journey from Makkah to Jerusalem, and al-Mi ‘r3j refers to his As-
cension into the Heavens.

Linguistically, quds (Al-Quds being the definitive) refers to a sanctified
or purified place. By purified, it could refer to the fact that oppressors or evil
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people will never manage to take control of it. We see throughout history
that the different waves of the Crusaders, the Mongols that shook the world,
the mighty armies of Napoleon Bonaparte, and many others—all met their
match in Palestine. This practice of rooting out injustice and oppression
from Palestine will continue till it reaches its pinnacle with the return of
Prophet ‘Isa ®L, the true Messiah, who will put an end to the Dajjal or the
Anti-Christ and establish a Kingdom of Justice upon Islam.

The Prophet £% said, “Do not travel (specifically) to any masjid except
three: Masjid al-Haram, Masjid al-Aqsa, and this masjid of mine.” [Al-
Bukhari]

At the time of this hadith, Masjid al-Agsa was not under Muslim control.
This was a form of prophecy and a positive mindset of the Prophet £ that
was shared with his companions.

There is a consensus (ijma‘) of the scholars that there is a special reward
for praying in Masjid al-Agsa. It was narrated that Aba Dharr <45 said, “We
were discussing when we were with the Messenger of Allah £%, which is
better, the Masjid of the Messenger of Allah £ or Bayt al-Maqdis ( Jeru-
salem). The Messenger of Allah £ said, ‘One prayer in my masjid is better
than four prayers offered there (in Bayt al-Magqdis), and what a good place
of prayer it is. Soon there will come a time when, if a man has a piece of land
the size of a horse’s rope from which he can see Bayt al-Magqdis, that will be
better for him than the whole world.” [ Mustadrak al-Hakim]

Along with mentioning the reward of praying there, we see another
prediction being made by our Prophet £%. This hadith also indicates that
towards the end of time, it will be difficult for Muslims to pray in Masjid
al-Agsa.

‘Abd Allah ibn al-Zubayr <4555 narrated that the Messenger of Allah &5
said, “Offering prayer in my masjid (in Madinah) is better than one thousand
prayers elsewhere, save for those offered in Masjid al-Haram (in Makkah).
And prayer offered in Masjid al-Haram is better than prayer offered in my
mosque by one hundred prayers.” [Ahmad]

Jabir ibn ‘Abd Allh ¢4 narrated that the Messenger of Allah £ said,
“One prayer in my Masjid is better than one thousand prayers elsewhere,
except the al-Masjid al-Haram, and one prayer in al-Masjid al-Haram is
better than 100,000 prayers elsewhere.” [Ibn Majah]

From these narrations, we can easily compute that the reward for
one prayer in Masjid al-Haram equals a hundred thousand prayers, and
the reward for one prayer offered in Masjid al-Agsa is equivalent to two

hundred and fifty prayers.



